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According to my calculation, lhm have ban four ~~ of tcholuship~f 
unequal 1-n AfmAmer&an history. The first gemmion began auspiciously 
with the p u M i  in 1882 of the two-- History drhe Nagm Race in Amer- 
ica by W d g t o n  William and tadsd rnnnd 1909 with the publication of 
Boolcer T. wa&hgmds Stoty qfrlk Nqm. A ~ U I O U ~ ~  it is difficult to characterize 
this fint period of serious schdrnhip in the field, it is safk to say that the primary 
concern of the writus was to expl& the pmass of adjustment Afro-Americans 
mde to conditions in the United States. Whclhei it wcrs the a#gmsive ineslpe- 
tionism of Chrge Washington Williams or the miId mmmdariooim of Boo& 
~.~gton,&c~mm&~wofthewrimoftbirpsriodwuto~and 
describe the role ofAf r~ -Amahu in the life of the nation. . . 

T b t r e w e r e n o h n i w d , ~ ~ ~ t h e m , w i t h t b e e x c e p t i o n  
d W .  E.B.Du Bda... T h s y w r o a e o f r & ~ d t h e W n " A N c l w ~  
foraNew~~,"mdYIlre~kAbr;mcemartdtheAmericrn~." . . . Obviously their coacem was witb adjustment, odrprtioo, and Ute compatibility 
of Afro-hmians witb the whim world in which they wem compelled to live. 

The second generation was marked by no special f a n h  until the publication 
of Du Boi' 7 ' '  Nagm in 1915, the foundin8 of the AsmcWm for the Study of 
Negro Life and his to^^ also in 1915, tbe launcbiq of tbe JovmalqfNagm Histoty 
in 1916, and the publication in 1922 of Carter 0. Woodson's 77w Negn, In Our His- 
toty. WooQon was the dominant 8gun of the period. He was not oaly the leading 
~ k n r l r o d r c p r i n c i p a l f o l m d e t o f t h e ~ e d i t o r O f t h t ~ ~  
~ t iwd ir t c toro fdre~eudPIIMirhsn .Hc~wcmdMmac irc l eo f  
highly mined younger histodam whoac r#earch he dhsasd and whose writiop he 
~ i n t h e J o w n o l o f N c g r o H ~ r y m d r u d e r t h e i m p r i n t o f t h e ~ a t e d  
Publirben. Monognphs on labor, eduellion, Raeoorauctioa. art, music. and other 
aspects of Afro-Amcaian life append in steady succession, calliag to the attention 
of the l a w  community t& role of Afro-Ammicam mom spscificrlly the d b u -  
t iomthybPdmedetochedawlopmsntoftheUniredStotea.Tbe~~~~ 
gmpbsnfldctcdprodigbusrtserrcb~ndzeal inpunuingtheouththrthrdnor bean 
the babmk of mucb of the so-called scientific historical writing producd in uni- 
vanityscminusinthiscouneyromeyeuseulier. 

Wowlsoa provided the intellectual and pmaical lerdarbip of dw second 
~ W t t h h i s ~ ~ o f ~ b s o ~ t b c s p i r i t u r d e a r h u -  
r k r m o f a p i o o a r , a ~ ~ ~ # . H e e v e n ~ ~ t b c p M c i p c r l t b e a n e f o r t h e  
p e r & d r r h s a ~ s a i d - i n h i s w r i t i n g s a n d o a ~ ~ i t w a s t h e  
objective of him d his colleagues "to 8ave and publisb the fecods of the Ncgro, 
droc the mce may not become a negliible factor in the tho- of tbe world." Nor 
should the record of A f r o - h w i ~ l ~ ~  become a nagli@ble factor in tbeir own 
thougbt, Woodm coatendcd. Thw he began everything wibh to keep the 
history of AbAmoricans before drem a d  boforc the hqtr community as well. 
Bwlry~ma(indoftheAsrocirtioafortheStudydNagr0UtsdHinory 
h 9 d r m n l w # i o n s c k v a t s d m t h e ~ g o f W ~ b i # o r y i n t h e e l e -  
mentary md m c m k y  schools. In 1926 Woodson began the annual obsuwm of 
~ H b t o y ~ c o n t # t b e ~ o f ~ ~ r e g r r d i o g t h e ' u  
ownwacbradtodrawtheutentionoforberstowbrc~Amsricmsbdcoa- 
Pibutad to Amerkan civilim. Shortly themafter he lwacbed the Nqgm History 
BuUcrln. a magazine for studsars, teachers. and tlw gcned public. Forty years be- 
fore this country bqan to observe His- Day, tbrc was N- Hismy Week 
Pifty yeus after the beginning of the Negm Hisrory&UctL Ihe American Hitori- 
cal Association was still wrestling with the idea of a popular history magazine for 
~ t s d t h c ~ p u b l i c .  

... Perbrpeacoavenientpl~~tomrrlrthe~ofthelbirdgeaencionis 
with the rrppeanace in 1935 of W. E B. Du Boir' BlaaL Reconst~crfon. . . . In bis 



b o d c 0 o R s c o ~ r r ~ l u W t l e ~ b e w r r i n ~ i n " I h e p u t  
w h i c b b l r d r f o l k p l ~ i o t h s r t l e m p t t o ~ . a c o a f f r p c t d w w a c y i n ~ ~  ... 

Tbc third garleaation of AfmhKdcan birtori#l schhmbip spncd,  
r o u e h l y . r ~ ~ y a r p e r i o d t b r a a D d e d w i t b t b ~ o f t b c  1960s.Mostof 
the~oCtLbgwendon~*liLeDuBolr,h~i.cheloledurAfro- 
Americratphycdintheortion'shiuoy.~rniaipewasdmiLrtotbatofthe 
d ~ b u t d r d t i n t e n t t s w w e ~ T b y l o o k s d k r r t o A f 1 0 -  
~ a c b i i t a d ~ l o t h e h ~ o f b l r c l u w i t t l ~ m d  
montothc~ucat(~11~thatochemmomewofgeauiaecooptrrtioo. 
They tmdsd to lee AfmAmaican hfttoy h a Iargw context, insisting &at my 
ownt that affected the wrtus of A b A m w h m  war a part of Afro-American his- 
tory even if w AfroAmuiiccmr wen diFscdy imrdved. Mississippi's Theodon 
Bilbo, reading llryfotd Lugm's Wkor tk N q p  Wmu (1944) to his c o l l ~  in 
t h e U b i d S m ~ d ~ i t t o r d r e i r ~ w r r r r m u c b r p u t o f  
~ A m a i c 8 n h i r t o r y u , ~ H e a n o S m Y t ' ~ ~ ~ ( o t h e U ~ -  
sity o f l t w  Lm School. 

I b e t h i r d g a 1 e d o n ~ t k f i F e d ~ o f W o r l d W a r I 1 .  
I t s ~ w r r I r o ( o a e t t b a t A d o l f H i d s t a # t s d b u t o l n t ~ b y t b e n c W  
bigoay within Ihok aan gomnmmt a d  in the Ammican comaumity in gewnl. 
W h i k d l A f r o - ~ ~ c x ~ t o t h i r s p e c i r l w o f ~ W ~ ~ ~  
in the fonn of eloqwat, if SWIOW, pion- 8g8inst wwldwide racism, 
AtrO-Amdan hiuorim were mpahlly d t i v e  to the p d s t a M  hypocrisy of 
the United States from the d o a W  yevr right down to WorM War 11. S d l  
f t r o n d a d u S ( b y b d ~ l y ~ ~ t r e m b l r a a o P k l r a c e i n ~ f r e e 0 f  
sndiedncid~dhumil lr t ion.ODeofthemdecluedthrrtbeUnited 
S w # ~ n r r Y o p i l t y o f c r r c r I n g ~ t h t i d e J I ~ ~ e ~ . "  
A l M n h e r c r l l c d o n t b e U a i r s d S e r t e r t o ~ h e n a t t o * ~ b o s i  
~ f ~ . " r d d i b g w m e a b u ~ g I y t h u r i m e ~ o f d w : ~ " I f  
~ y o a e d o u b t s t h e i m p a t i ~ m d ~ o f A b ~ ~ h i r t o r i r n r ~ t b o s e  
yesrs ,heasberhouldwr lmiae thepmcdhgsof the8~ru l~of tbe  
Association fw the Study of Negro Life rad History or follow tho activities of tbe 
hi st^^^ 

A d i t  fernrn ofthis genmrion was the i n c n d q  numbw of white histo- 
riansworLingintbef&ld.Somtr#rerrlkrthesecold~ofhictoritas 
h d i r d i c r r e d t b u ~ ~ r r p m a o c l r ~ i n w h i c b w o r L n m l n l t o k d o n a  
W b i t c ~ ~ ~ ~ w t o r b r r s m t h e d ~ o f t h e m p p M i r b s d t h e  
~exreasivemdyofrlrveryinrrlmootfoltOyevrmd~wmtemslrborve 
~ 0 n t b e ~ w w l e m w t . S t i l l ~ p E t r s a a b d t h t f i r s t a i d c r l ~ -  
artion of Negro thought in Ihe late ainaemch cetltmy. Iwsr#dagly hor- 
t i lewhiteai t icscr l ledthsrewhits~'hso-~wOIhenworlcedon 
~ ~ i n t h e r a a b e l l u m ~ ~ ~ ~  . . .  htt0rY.w 
~ h ~ f m , a n d ~ ~ h u r t # r ! ~ M e r P ~ u n i -  
~ t y p r o r ~ b c g a a t o r s s i g o ~ ~ t o p i c r i o A f r P A m a i c m b i w o y t o  
whircrrw61IuAfb~saxbaa.lbsyrtoprrdeiprosdintbe~mser- 
~ d h ~ f o r k S m d y o f N ~ L i d c r m d H i d a c y d ~ t o  
t h e ~ q f N ~ H i s m y B y t b q e a d o f t b e 1 9 6 0 r ~ ~ h i s t o y w a s  
a o i o l l g c r ~ ~ d o m r i p l d A f r o ~ .  



I b s l i c N e t h a t ~ O . ~ w o u l d b r v s b e e n p l e t w d w W l h i r i a v o h r a  
m s w a l w h i ~ ~ i n t b c t h i r d ~ ~ ( ~ d ~ W h e o ~ f a m d e d t b s  
J o u m u l q j N q ~ ~ ~ H l s t o ~ i a  1 9 1 6 b s i n v i ~ ~ d w b i ~ ~ t o r i t o a t b e e d i a o r k l  
b o r r d r a d t o ~ r r d c h r . b w r r . ~ a m r a o f r b r s w d i o s i l b o . m d  
Iamnotwllsrtingfaramoment~beafouldlmverppmredoforsvaatahted 
~ O f I b e l b i r d ~ ~ m o c i w c l w e r s m o r a p d l t i a l t h r n ~ .  
B v a a r o , b b ~ b r v s ~ p r p s n f o r p b l i # t i o a i n t b e J w n r o l ~ N q m  
H~~whsthsr~bywhi tcaorb lre lgw, loqeas thywaethepmductof  
r i g o n n u ~ m d w e l l d n o t ~  by the venomofracidbh.. . . 

In tbe forarb #mmdon, which be- around 1970. there emerged the largest 
and perbrpr tbe bestarined goup of hisuui81~ of Afro-America that had mr 
appeamd. The Afm-Amrhns in the group were aained. as were the white his- 
torians, in - - in awly part of tbe country* in contrast to thorn of the 
d r i r d ~ w b b d  b c e n ~ u ~ o r f o u r u n i v e r s i t i e s i n  tbe Eiact and 
Midmr(. No rrsr of inquiry esapod lheir rotewioa. Tba)r worked on the cdonial 
p e r i o d . l l r e a r o f ~ a o d t b r : ~ ~ d l l a u y . l h a y ~ r r l a v -  
ery,theh~~.d~mr[raeM.ckr.Tbeirnnpwarwide* 
m d l b c y ~ s d u c r t i o c l r l , ~ ~ m i l i t m y ~ ~ m r n y ~ ,  
undertheirlluudny. 

T h a e n m a p p r # c b w ~ o w l l r r s t h 6 ~ ~ t y i n t h e r t u d y o f ~  
Amuianbistory~~sdnwlusdbytbedsivsfaequrlitythat&dllnrdy 
m i n t h e W p # i o d I n t b e i r m t h w t b e y b e m o q u r l m t  
in every respect, MbAmedcm summoaed (he bfffory of tbe United States to 
tbe i r r idaTbeybdbca~ f romIbebes iaa ia l . ~~endmdoaemo~e  
thrntbbir~inmakiogtbtamatryrichmdgr#rSiacc~vrl idstsdthtir  
c l r i m r , i t w r r ~ ~ t h e & ~ s b m ~ I d ~ l r m l l i v u i t h t b B  
hcbdABP-~M#oy.Coawqucot ly . i t tbooldbe8tudicd~iatcady,  
w r i t a c r r b o u t m o m e x t c o s i v d y ~ r a d ~ ~ ~ . I n r t i a f f i w r d ~  
education came under pmmrc to add cowsm in Afro-American history and re 
lated fiddr and to emplay specYinr in tbe &Id. Rerponrer ware vrricd. One &an 
a t a l e e d i ~ ~ ~ l l y w b i t b u n i v e n i ~ r d d t b u b e h d m ~ t i o n t o a  
course in lV ipAm&~ h i m  but it would be difiicolt in view of the fact that 
t h e n w a r w t ~ s u b j e c t ~ t o o c c u ~ t b e t e r c b t n r a d ~ ~ f o r a  
w l b b - ~ ~ o m t d p e r r P d e d o n c o f t b s l e d e r r i a d r e b l a c k  
d t y * w h o ~ @ b e a B ~ m i n i a r v . t o ~ a c o u n e i n ~  
Aanesicmhbtoy.Dwpitsthe~.~~andpolitialcoaddtn- 
t i o n s ~ t h e i r ~ m u p r c o l l s g L I d u n i v d t i e s i a o o r p o n t e d c o w w s  
i n ~ ~ h i r t o r y i o t o t t # i r c o n i c u l r .  

... ~ w r , z s d ~ ~ p r d o a , i n m u c h t h r r t t b y ~ , f a [ r c h o l m ~ t h e  
f i d d o f ~ ~ h i # o y J w c r e w i o u r t o c o m c t a l l t h e e m w s s n d I n i s i n t ~ -  
pacuioar of which d b r  hirtorirat hd beea guilty. Thus, they undemok to revise 
l l o t o a l y t h e m C i 8 t ~ d r a ~ d a y b u t t h e ~ ~ h i U o r i a a t o f  
s n ~ ~ u w o l l . . . .  

In his H b r y  qf rhe Nqm Rocr in Amrriw (1882). WarbipOton 
W ~ w u ~ y a i d c J O f ~ ~ f o r v r r i a u p o o i ~ b e t o d r  
a a s ~ d f r t a d o m i n t h e ~ W o m t b B C i v i l ~ . U r i o w l d ~  
~ u d i d b i r ~ b u t t b r t w w l d b e n n f a i r w i t h o u t m h r r t f i n t  



u n d e r s t v r d i n e ~ ~ w l t h a p d i ~ p a r t y t h u b a d h y e d a o t o a l y  
I h c f r w d m e n k R e d e r i E L ~ ~ c h o r e P ~ a s w e l l . L i l t c w i r e ,  
one could be extnmely ai t id  of Carter G. Woodmds pmmparion with the 
~ t s o f ~ ~ k t t o n e t h o u l d n m s m k # d r r u ~ w a s b u r l -  
i n g b i c s o r i c r l ~ 1 ~ * b r d s a i d t b w ~ ~ b a d a e h i e v e d  
n o t b & g r l a l l . O m d ~ b e ~ y a i t i e r l o f t b s ~ o f t h a t h i r d  
g m # r t i o l r f o r t b e i r ~ w i t h ~ m r y t l e e r l k d ~ ~ . "  
I n t h o p r o c e c r , r o m e c t d m , t b 8 y ~ s o m e  chiskd a t u i i  of Af- 
Amcricsalifesadbirroy,ruchrrncepri&dcularral~ism.Sucfrcleimr 
ovdooLdrsimpwtmtfactdutIhehisrorirntofthethirdgeaentiar~com- 
p e l k d b y ~ t o ~ f a I h e ~ o f ~ A m e r i c c r a b i s c O f y i n t 0  
the mhtmm of the nuion's hhry.  figbt to imgme AbAmwican his- 
toryLtothemrinrtrcrrmwa~ofIhe6~by~AmaicanrtDdentstobnrk 
intotbe~deprrhneauofhirtoryinsv#ypndomiwntlywhitepnivarityin 
therouthernstatesaadinwyranlayrucb~ . . outrridethcSooth.It~also 
a ~ ~ l r t o f t h e ~ o f h ~ t o ~ ~ t o t h a ~ o f A m a r -  
i cMl i f e - for thevoce . forequa l~  f o r e q u r l ~ * f i w t h c i r r i g b t s a s  
Americraa Tbypmucdcbptcouncinonkrto beablecrchde those, including 
our favorite dean--our favorite whipping boy, ilrcideaully-who argued that Afm- 
Americanr had little or no history. Tboy also did so in order to support their q u -  
ment that Afro-Amarican h i m  should be mcog&od as a ampke-~ 
abmment. if you will-of the hiMory of the Unitsd Statat. 

. . . As a relatively new field, at kaa only d y  recognized M a nrpectable 
field of inteUceturl endeavor, [~~ history] u a h  md vibnat This b 
w h y i t ~ ~ i l y r t a r e t r a d ~ i t s a ~ r m m b a r o f ~ m d ~  
suuioats. It provider,mol#wer,a~yimpornatumtextfnwhicbmuch.ifaoth 
whok,of thehiraoy of theunited Smescm beuughtandmdkl. It rlropro- 
vidsr an important coateat &I which much of the hirtay of the U W  States can 
be reexamined and rawfitten. In its unique position as one of the most recent area 
of intellectual inquiry, it invim tbe atteadon of those wbo geauinely seek lrsw 

avenues to solve some of the nation's most difficult historical poblems. And. if it 
is a valid am of iotelIecwal inquiry. it cannot be mpgated by sex, religion, or 
race. Himriaus must be judged by whrt they do, not by how tbay look 

I l iktothinktht i twasmonchm~thuincnrwd~&offuings  
i n A b ~ b i s t o r y i n t b s c o l ~ r a d h m i b ~ t b e I r o d . I l i k e a  
~thrtitwrrmoredrrnth6excitcl l lmtofthslrte  1 9 6 0 s u l a t p r o ~ a e w  
~ t i e r t o t c a c b m d ~ ~ A m c r i a n b i s t o r y . I p r c f a c o ~ t h e  
tbougbttbrrtinaddilionto~o~coagidtradonsthorewrrtbevalidintercop 
neclion behmea the history of a people and thcir drive for lInx-clPes citizsarhip. 
The quest for their hismy, lost aod sanyed, wan a quest in which black and white 
alike could and did participae, as botb teachers and wrim of hirtory. The drive 
for iirst-dass citiaaobip was a drive wbow lmmediaa bewfit could be eqjoyed 
only by tho# who had bean denied it or by those othm wbo at least truly under- 
d t h e l o a r b r o m e n r t n r t t b a t t u c h d c r r i r l ~  

Some aPanben of the fourth p a d a n ,  oo doubt, will regard this nntiment 
a s ~ i f a a c m r u d l i n . I ~ b e t h e ~ l o # y t b r t t h e r e i s s o m e o f b o t h i n  
it. I a r o u l d o a i y r d d t h r t ~ o a e b ~ r p o e m , r h y m n .  asbortsmy,ormna 



history, one must be optimistic about its completion and about what it seeks to 
teach. If one believes in the power of his own words and in the words of others. 
one must also hope and believe that the world will be a better place by our having 
spoken or written those words. 




